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understanding united the Dauphin and his wife,
drawing them close together and making their life
a thing of beauty. After a difficult accouchement
Marie-Therese died at eleven o'clock on 22nd De-
cember, unanimously regretted; her household
wept unrestrainedly, and nothing was heard but
praise of the little princess whose gaiety had
delighted the Court and city but yesterday. For
three days there was a continual stream of people
coming to pay her well-deserved homage. The
burial took place in great pomp and splendour at
the basilica of Saint-Denis, and was attended by
huge crowds.

The Dauphin, plunged in grief, declared that
he could never be induced to marry again, and
rejected the claims of the State as to the need for
a successor to the throne and the duties his rank
demanded. However, ambassadors planned in
secret; it was impossible for the prince to remain
a widower without a male heir; Louis XV could
not for a moment consider a policy which -would
have had serious consequences.

The King of Sardinia refused his daughter's hand,
when asked, so as not to annoy England. Madame
de Pompadour wished the choice to fall on Marie-
Josephe of Saxony, daughter of Frederick-Augustus
m, Elector of Saxony and King of Poland, and
of Marie-Josephe, Archduchess of Austria.

In agreement with her great friend, Marshal de
Saxe, she exerted herself to overcome Marie
Leczinska's hostility towards the child whose
father had usurped her father's throne, and to win